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 Dr. Milena Nikolova received a Ph.D. in Public Policy (International 
Development) at the University of Maryland and a M.A. in Public Policy from 
The American University, Washington. She graduated with summa cum laudae 
the Gettysburg College (Gettysburg, PA). 

She is an Assistant Professor and a Rosalind Franklin Fellow at the University of 
Groningen, Faculty of Economics and Business, Global Economics & 
Management, where she also coordinates the MSc Double Degree with Corvinus 
University, being a member of the Young Academy Groningen.  In addition, she 
serves as an Associate Editor (Economics) for the Journal of Happiness 

Studies and the International Review of Economics. 

Dr. Nikolova is a Research Fellow at the Institute of Labor Economics (IZA) in Bonn, Germany and also 
a Nonresident Fellow at the Brookings Institution and a Fellow at GLO. 

Her research focuses on the well-being causes and consequences of development, labor market arrangements, 
migration, and institutions, being a reputed expert in the field and a consultant for international organizations. 

 

 

Emese Lazar received a PhD in Finance from the ICMA Centre, The University 
of Reading  in 2006. Previously she obtained an MSc in Financial Engineering 
and Quantitative Analysis with a distinction from the ICMA Centre. She 
graduated from the Academy of Economic Studies in Bucharest, with a BSc in 
Finance and Banking.  Also, she holds a BSc in Computer Science obtained from 
the University of Bucharest, Faculty of Mathematics. Her research interests 
include: risk measurement and management, model risk, volatility and correlation 
models and their applications in pricing structured products. Emese presently 
teaches Market Risk and Derivatives Modelling.  

  

  
Marcel Ausloos (born in 1943) is a Belgian graduate engineer of the University of 
Liege in 1967. After graduation he focused on the theoretical study of materials 
and condensed matter; he obtained a MSc at Brown University in 1970. He then 
went to physical statistics to get a PhD from Temple University in 1973. It 
subsequently began to apply statistical methods and ideas from physics to various 
academic domains such as: biophysics, Finance and Econophysics, meteorology, 
linguistic, socio-physical and other complex systems. In parallel, his investigation 
of condensed matter (liquids, alloys, magnets, ceramics or super conductors) 
continued. Since November 2014 he holds a part-time Professor position at the 
School of Business at the University of Leicester, United Kingdom. 


